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with tho common enemy, acted with a degree of fraud
and duplicity that was worthy of ancient Greece or
medisoval Italy, Even Frederick the Great never did
anything so base as the statesmen who sent their general
to Holland with express instructions actually to checkmate
their own ally on the very field of battle. Bolingbroke's
methods must be stamped by every impartial historian
with indelible infamy. The betrayal and abandonment
of the Catalans was truly criminal. But on tho merits,
and viewed in tho light of subsequent events, the Peace
must be pronounced to have been the true policy. It is
ridiculous to attribute to Bolingbroke or his party the
fruits of the Peace, The fruits were gathered at Utrecht,
but they had boon secured by twelve years of war. The
sacrifices of England wero in some degree repaid by the
extension of her possessions. She retained from Spain
the famous rock of Gibraltar, Port Malion and tho Isle
of Minorca. France surrendered Nova Scotia, Newfound-
land, and Hudson's Bay, The fortifications of Dunkirk
were to bo dismantled. By a provision which to-day m
regarded with horror, England was to be allowed to
supply tho Spanish possessions in America with negro
slaves, More respectable clauses woro those which
extorted from tho bigoted king the release of subjects
who had been cast into prison for their religion, and
a definite recognition of the Protestant line in Great
Britain, as well as the expulsion of the Pretender
from French territory, Againat theie substantial
gains were undoubtedly to be set the risks of some
counterbalancing miiohiefi. But the mischiefs never
came to pass, and the way wai made ready'for that
long period of European tranquillity with which they were secretly eitrrytttg on unimaginable in tho notion of
